This issue of "Software and Systems Modeling" and the following one are devoted to selected papers of the ninth MODELS Conference held in Genoa, Italy, from October 1-6, 2006. The conference has established itself as one of the key international venues for the presentation of scientific results in the domain of model-driven engineering and related topics such as software modeling and model transformation.
to submit extended versions of their conference papers to this special issue. All submitted papers underwent a full review process, and were evaluated by at least three reviewers, generally including both some of the original PC members and some fresh reviewers. Eight papers were finally selected for inclusion in SoSyM, distributed over two SoSyM issues.
The first six papers are included in this issue, and the remaining two will appear in the next issue.
"Correctly Defined Concrete Syntax" by Thomas Baar presents an approach for defining concrete syntax of visual languages and checking this definition for correctness and absence of ambiguities.
"Semantics of OCL Specified with QVT " by Slavisa Markovic and Thomas Baar proposes an approach based on metamodeling and model transformation to formalize the semantics of the Object Constraint Language of the UML.
"Model-Driven Analysis and Synthesis of Textual Concrete Syntax" by Pierre-Alain Muller, Franck Fleurey, Fréderic Fondement, Michel Hassenforder, Rémi Schneckenburger, Sebastien Gerard and Jean-Marc Jézéquel describes an approach for specifying the concrete syntax of textual languages whose abstract syntax has been specified by a metamodel. The specification can be used for both analysis and synthesis. By exploiting bi-directional mappings, ambiguities are avoided when transforming from models to text and vice versa.
"Understanding and Improving UML Package Merge" by Juergen Dingel, Zinovy Diskin and Alanna Zito presents a detailed analysis of package merge, as it is used in the UML 2 specification. The analysis focuses on identifying ambiguities, inconsistencies, and gaps in the current understanding and specification of package merge, as well as offering solutions to some of the problems that have been identified.
"Improving the definition of general constraints in UML" by Dolors Costal, Cristina Gómez, Anna Queralt, Ruth 
